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The frontlines in the manufacture of Toyama products 1
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TAKATA Lemnos Inc.
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Offering timeless, innovative beauty coupled with outstanding value
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The independence needed to engage customers directly

TAKATA Lemnos Inc. has earned a solid reputation for its in-house development of high-quality clock designs.
Founded in 1947 as a sole-proprietorship manufacturer of brass Buddhist altar fittings, the company subsequently
began producing clock frames and components for Seikosha Co., Ltd. (currently Seiko Clock Inc.). In 1984, the clock
division was spun off as TAKATA Co., Ltd. (currently TAKATA Lemnos Inc.), an independent company. Keisuke
Kikuchi, Chief Marketing Officer of TAKATA Lemnos, says founder Hiroshi Takata chose an independent course
to allow the company to develop a more direct relationship to its customers. Quickly thereafter, the company

commenced full-fledged development of its own products.
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A center for creating attractive and highly tactile products

TAKATA Lemnos launched its GANBARA brand in 1988, its
first in-house products designed by Kazuo Kawasaki. The
HOLA clock, sold under the GANBARA brand, has been
selected as part of the permanent exhibit at the Cooper-Hewitt,
Smithsonian Design Museum. In 1992, the company changed
its name to TAKATA Lemnos and declared a corporate
philosophy based on “the creation of products that are
aesthetically attractive and highly tactile while offering a

timeless yet innovative sense of beauty.”
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Establishing a sense of deep trust with designers

Around 1997, counterfeit clock items using resin molding
began flooding the market. The firm defied this trend by
developing techniques and materials competitors couldn’t copy,
including frames made of natural wood or plywood. Designed
by Riki Watanabe, the groundbreaking RIKI CLOCK marks
an iterative variation on the wooden frame of a tambourine.
The company began collaborating on designs with Shin Azumi,
nendo, and others. “Our biggest strength is our intimate
dialogue with designers,” says Keisuke Kikuchi. “We take the
time to build trust because our goal is to keep creating products

that will be cherished forever.”
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A world-recognized brand

The company’s intimate dialogue with designers and
collaborations with partner studios have led to innovative
techniques and products. The “15.0% ice cream spoon”
designed by Naoki Terada draws on the precision casting
and polishing technologies of group firm Takata Factory.
Offering superior thermal conductivity, the spoon swiftly
melts even rock-hard ice cream and makes scooping ice
cream effortless. In 2011, these traits won this product a
Good Design Award. TAKATA Lemnos products are
now sold in some 30 countries worldwide. Says Keisuke
Kikuchi, “Our goal is to establish ourselves as a brand

known around the world for its highly creative products.”
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http://www.lemnos.jp

Lemnos designs, manufactures, and sells clocks
and interior goods and operates showrooms in
Tokyo and Munich, Germany. It’s been the
recipient of numerous awards, including a Good
Design Award, a Long Life Design Award, an iF
Design Award, and a Red Dot Award.

http://www.lemnos.jp
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